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          SPRING BOOK SALE 
APRIL 2016

The Lochwood Branch Library Friends' Book Sale is coming up 
fast.  It's the first week in April.

We already have over 5000 items;  books in all categories, 
CDs, DVDs, VHS, audio books, bundles of magazines, old 
books and collectibles and lots of old LP records etc.  These 
are all gently used donated items.  It's not too late to  donate 
and this is a good time (Spring cleaning) to make space 
on your shelves for something new.

We are able to add an extra day to our sale and some extra hours so there's lots of time 
to shop.  Come and browse a while and maybe find a treasure or two - at least some good 
summer reading.

Our dates and times:
             
   Wednesday, April 6    10:00 am to 8:00 pm
   Thursday, April 7       10:00 am to 8:00 pm
   Friday, April 8            10:00 am to 6:00 pm
   Saturday, April 9        10:00 am to 6:00 pm       
 Half price all day and  
 bag sale after noon.

 

Lochwood Branch Library Friends presents 

Edible GardeningEdible GardeningEdible GardeningEdible Gardening    
and Landscapingand Landscapingand Landscapingand Landscaping    

    Grow fresh, nutritious vegetables in your own 
backyard.   
     Join gardener, 
Ana Jamshidi, for 
hints on how to 
transform your yard 
into a bounty of  
fruits and vegetables  
and still have a   
beautiful landscape.   

When:  When:  When:  When:  Saturday, March 5 
                          10:30 a.m. 

Where:  Where:  Where:  Where:  Lochwood Branch Library 
11221 Lochwood Blvd., Dallas 75218 

This program is free and open to the public. 

Support Your Library  Support Your Library  Support Your Library  Support Your Library  ————————  Join the Friends  Join the Friends  Join the Friends  Join the Friends    

Members only date:

For those of you who are members of 
the Lochwood Branch Library 
Friends, we have a special preview 
sale. Memberships can be bought at 
the door.  The sale is:

Tuesday, April 5    3:00 pm to 8:00 pm

As always, all proceeds go to 
Lochwood Branch Library.  See you 
there.
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LOCHWOOD LIBRARY BOOK CLUB
List of Books for 2016 – 2017

We meet in the classroom at Lochwood Branch Library on the second Saturday of each month at 3:00.   We 
welcome any and all who love books to join us.  Refreshments are served.  Here is a list of our next four books for 
2016:

March 12: McCall Smith, Alexander The Handsome Man’s De Luxe Café

April 9:  Ford, Jamie   The House on the Corner of Bitter and Sweet

May 14:  Gruen, Sara   Water for Elephants

June 11: Allende, Isabel   The Japanese Lover

July 9:  Edsel, Robert M. and   The Monuments Men  
  Witter, Bret

LBLF hosted a fun Altered Book Workshop Saturday, Feb 6th. The instructor 
was VET, a native Texas artist who incorporates recycling awareness and arts 
education within her projects. VET is
a recipient of a National Endowment for the Arts Award. She worked on a 
collaborative multi-disciplinary performance and exhibition at the Dallas Museum 
of Art, and she does large-scale recycled book installation art. 

VET brought lots of samples of her altered book creations. Workshop students 
made a good start on their own books in a great variety of styles. Her samples, 
tips and the unique objects and supplies she provided jump started some very 
good projects. We look forward to showing a collection of altered books at the 
library in May.

Stay tuned for an announcement for another art workshop to be held Saturday, April 9th.
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Theater at the Library
The	Bath	House	Cultural	Center	in	cooperation	with	
the	City	of	Dallas	Of8ice	of	Cultural	Affairs	and	the	
Dallas	Public	Library	presented	The	Algonquin	
Round	Table	on	February	11,	12,	and	13.			The	
humorous	readings	of	literary	giants	in	American	
history	delighted	the	audience.			Mark	your	calendar	
for	upcoming	performances	in	the	Black	Box	
Theater	at	the	Lochwood	Branch	Library	on	
Thursday,	April	14	and	Friday,	April	15	at	1:30pm	
and	Saturday,	April	16	at	4pm.			You	won’t	want	to	
miss	the	show!

These sisters enjoyed building 
and decorating gingerbread 
houses during our December 
STEM (Science, Technology, 
Engineering, and Math) event.

Spring Break Fun for Kids
Tuesday,	March	15	at	2pm:		 	 Cabrera	Style	Art.		Paint	a	unique	picture	with	your	
	 	 	 	 	 8ingers!

Wednesday,	March	16	at	2pm:		 Altered	Book	Art	for	Kids.		Make	a	bug,	tree,	or	
	 	 	 	 	 something	else	out	of	a	recycled	book.

Thursday,	March	17	at	2pm:		 St.	Patrick’s	Day	Program.		Let’s	celebrate	this	green	
	 	 	 	 	 holiday	with	a		little	fun.

Friday,	March	18	at	2pm:		 	 Game	Day.		Come	and	play	assorted	games.

Saturday,	March	19	at	3pm:			 Bird	Basics,	a	STEM	program		Learn	about	our		
	 	 	 	 	 feathered	friends	and	make	things	for	them.
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President’s Letter

I usually reserve this letter for library business, but 
there is another matter which may benefit you more 
at this time. Property taxes!

Over the past several years, residential and 
commercial property owners have opened their 
notices and watched the amount they owe steadily 
increase. Sound familiar? Texas is just one of nine 
states without a personal income tax. However, that 
shifts the burden of state and municipal revenue to 
sales and property taxes. The Texas Comptroller 
reported in 2012 that property taxes outgrew 
population by nearly a 5 to 1 margin between 
1992-2010. The revenue shot up so much in that 
time that it’s now almost twice that of the second 
largest tax: Sales tax. Sales tax can vary dramatically 
based on the economy year to year. Sales taxes will 
go up or down, but property taxes are much more 
consistent, much more dependable.

The average Texan pays $3,327.00 in property taxes 
- 6th largest in the country! Compare that to the 
national average of $2,089.00, or Arkansas 
($1,068.00), Louisiana ($832.00), Oklahoma 
($1,499.00) or New Mexico ($1,249.00).

So, what does this have to do with us? If you are a 
property owner, protest your valuation when the 
property notice is received in late April / early May. 
This is what you need to do now:

1. Take pictures of any replacement or repair damage 
not covered by insurance.

2. Get written estimates from outside companies who 
will inspect the problem and give you a ‘free’ written 
estimate of cost. Check the ads in the Yellow Pages 
for Roofing, Foundation Repair, Concrete 
(sidewalks, driveways, etc.), Wallboard tape and bed 
repair, Painting, etc. Generally, repair items of 
$500.00 and above.

Pictures, without written estimates, is usually not 
enough to support your argument to reduce the 
Dallas County Appraisal District (DCAD) valuation 
at an Arbitration Review Board (ARB) Hearing.

Hearing panels don’t know how to accurately 
determine a $$ value of a repair/replacement by 
looking at a picture. Get written estimates to back up 
your position. February thru April are great months 
to get these estimates done. Most outside work 
companies (roofers) don’t get busy until May when 
everyone else wants estimates. Waiting times can be 
2-6 weeks. You don’t have to spend money making 
these repairs. All you need to do is bring the pictures 
and estimates to the Hearing as evidence to try and 
lower your DCAD valuation. If you are concerned 
that lowering your DCAD value will affect your 
actual real estate market value-don’t be concerned. 
The DCAD ‘opinion’ of value is not necessarily the 
actual sales value of the property.

Although there is no guarantee of getting your value 
lowered, or adjusted back to the previous year’s

value, it will give you a fighting chance with the 
Hearing panel. Protest your values every year there

is an increase. Properties can increase 5-10% per 
year. Over a 5 year span, your valuation could go up 
25-50%.  Protest, or be prepared to pay more every 
year.

Lee Loudermilk, President LBLF

ARB Commercial Property Chr. 2010-2015


